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The Mission of the Oregon District Attorney is to 
uphold the United States Constitution and the 

Constitution and laws of the State of Oregon, to preserve 
the safety of the public, to protect the rights of crime 

victims, and to pursue justice for all citizens with skill, 
honor and integrity.
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Article VII, Section 17:
“There shall be elected by districts…a sufficient number of prosecuting attorneys, 

who shall be the law officers of the State, and of the counties within their 
respective districts, and shall perform such duties pertaining to the administration 

of Law, and general police as the Legislative Assembly may direct.”
! District Attorneys were included as state officers in the original 1857 Constitution.
! 1857 Constitution was based on 1851 Indiana Constitution which made District 

Attorneys state officers empowered to enforce state law.
! Both Indiana and Oregon Constitutions reflected the trend away from Governor 

appointed District Attorneys because of the potential for the misuse of the 
appointment for patronage or political retribution tainting an office that enforces 
state law.  
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! Prosecution of all Felonies.  Includes everything from aggravated murder to car 

theft.
! Prosecution of most misdemeanors. Misdemeanors include DUII, violating a 

stalking order and many domestic violence crimes.
! Juvenile Delinquency.  DAs work in partnership with county Juvenile departments 

in providing accountability and reformation opportunities to juveniles.
! Participation in pardon, commutation and expungement requests.
! Crime Victim Assistance.  
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! Public records appeals.
! Medical Examiner.
! Civil commitment hearings.
! Child Support
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! There is a need for investment to attract and retain qualified candidates and 
compensation for DAs should be commensurate with their roles.

! Solution: Tie elected prosecutor state salary to be 100% of what a state Circuit 
Court Judge earns. 

! $3,481,128 General Fund.
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! District Attorneys is a state agency with no staff, resources or budget for data 

collection or analysis.
! The trade association for the District Attorneys, ODAA, has one full time 

contract Executive Director responding to these requests.
! While many DAs office use the same case management system 2 of the 

largest counties (Marion and Multnomah) do not.
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